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adopting the

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF

MONTANA:

That the following rrrtm Senate Rules be adopted:

RULES OE' THE MONTAT{A

SENATE

CIIAPTER 1

Administration

S10-10. Of,ficers of the Senate. The officers of the Senate

are the officers listed and elected in accordance with Title 5,

chapter 2, parL 2, MCA.

S1O-20. Term of office. The te'rm of offiee for the officers

and employees of the Senate established by law is until- the

succeeding Legislature is organized. This rule may not be

construed to mean the staff will- be full-t.ime employees during an

interim

S10-30. President, President pro tempore, and other

officers. (1) The Senate shall-, at the beginning of each regular

session, and at other t.imes as may be necessary, elect a Senator

LC 90a2
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as President and a Senator as presj_dent pro rempore.

(2) The senate shall choose its other officers and is the
judge of the elections, returns, and qualificati-ons of the
Senators

510-40. Voting by presiding officer. Any Senator, when

acting as presiding officer of the senate, shall voLe as anv

other Senator.

S10-50. Presiding officer and duties. (1) The presiding
offi-cer of the senate is the president of the senate, who must be

chosen in accordance with law.

(2) The President shall take the chair on every legislative
day at. the hour to which the senate adiourned at the rast
siftinrr

.(3) The President may name a senator to perform the duties
of the President when the President pro tempore is not present in
the senate chamber. The senator who is named i-s vested durinq
that time with atl the powers of the president.

(4) The President has general control over the assig,nrnent

of rooms for the Senate and shall preserve ord.er and decorum. The

President may order the galleries and lobbies cleared in case of
disturbance or di-sorderl-v conduct.

3errace=

i6)"11L The President shal-l sign all- necessary

LC 9042
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certifications of the Senate, including enrolled bills and

resolutions, journals, subpoenas, and payrolls. The President's

signature must be attested by the Secretary of the Senate.

+ti1g-L The President shall approve the ca]endar for each

legislative day.

1€ilJ.I The President is the chief administrative officer of

the Senate, with authority for the general supervision of all

Senate employees. The President may seek the advice and counsel

of the Legislative Administration Committee

tgi](t-L The President of the Senate is the authorized

approving authority of the Senate during the term of election to

that office.

1-ISJ-19I The President shall refer bills to committee upon

introduct.ion or reception in the office of the SeereLarv of t.he

Senate.

S10-60. Succession. (1) In case of the absence or

disqualification of the President, the President pro tempore of

the Senate shall perform the duties of the President until the

vacancy is filled or the disability removed.

(2) Whenever the President. pro tempore of the Senate is of

the opposite political party from that of the President, the

f ol-lowing procedure applies:
(a) If the President dies while in office, the members of

the Senate have the right to immediately nominaLe and elect an

acting President of Lhe same party.
(b) ff the President is absent for 2 or more legislati.ze

days or at any time after the B5th legislative day or at any time

LC 9002
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during special session of the Legisrature and wants to appoint an

acting President during the presidentrs absence, the president

may do so, or the members of the senate have the right to
immediat.ely nominate and elecL an acti-ng president of the
President's caucus.

(c) An acting President of the senate has the powers of the
President and supersedes the powers of the Presider,t pro tempore.

s1o-70. President-erect. The president.-e1ect. nominated by

the appropriate party caucus held in accordance with section
5-2-20r, MCA, has the responsibility anrl authority to assume the

duties of President of the Senate.

510-80. LegisJ.ative A&ninistration Ccrrwnittee duties. (1) The

Legislative Administration committee shall consider matters
relating to legislative administration, staffing patterns,
budgets, eguipment, operations, and expenditures.

(21 The committee has authority to act in the interim to
prepare for future legislative sessions.

(3) The committee sha1l approve contracts for purchase or

lease of equipmen-u and supplies for the senate, subject to the

approval of the president.

(4) The committee shall consider disputes or complaints

invol-ving the competency or decorum of iegislative emproyees

referred to it by the President. and recomrnend dismissal,
suspension, or retention of employees.

(5) The chair of the Legisl-at.ive Administrai.ion Committee

ffidY, upon approval of the President, have purchase orders and.

requisitions prepared and forwarded to the accounting office in

LC 9002
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the Legislative Services Division.
S10-90. Majority Leader. The primary functions of t.he

majority leader usually relate to floor duties. The duties of the

majority leader may include but are not limited to:
(1) being the lead speaker for the majority party during

floor debates;

(2) helping the President develop the calendar;

(3) assisting the President with program development,

policy formation, and policy decisionsi
(4) presiding over the majority caucus meetingsi and

(5) other duties as assiEned by the caucus.

S1O-100. Majority l{hip. The duties of the majority whip may

include but are not limited to:
(1) assisting the majority leaderi
(2) ensuring member attendance;

(3) counting votes,.

(4) generally communicating the majority position; and

(5) other duties as assigned by the caucus.

S10-110. Minority teader. The minority leader is the

principal leader of the minority caucus. The duties of the

minority leader may include but are not' limited to:
(1) developing the'minority position;
(2) negotiating with the majority oarty;
(3) directing minority caucus activities on the chamber

floor;
(4) leading debate for the minority; and

(5) other duties as assiqned by the caucus.

LC 9002
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S1O-120. Minority !f,trip. The major responsibilities for the
minority whip may include but are not. limited to:

(1) assisting the minority leader on the floor;
(2t counting votes;

(3) ensuring attendance of minority party members; and

14) other dut.ies as assigned by the caucus "

s10-1.30. senate erployees. (1) rn addition to the errployees

appointed by the President in a.ccordance with section s-z-221-,

McA, the senate shall- employ staff recommended by the -Leadership

and the Legislative Administrat.ion committee as necessary to
perform the functions of the Senate.

(2\ The Secretary of the Senate shalt designate a secretary
to take anfrr=rrseritre mjnutes of comrnittee meetings for each

standing commit.tee. A committee secretary is irnmediately

responsible to the chair, but shal-I work under the overarl
direct.ion of the secretary of the Senate, subject to authority of
the committee chair.

(3) The President, majority leader, and minority leade:: may

each appoint a private secretary.

S1O-140. Secretary of il:e Senate and duties. The Secretary

of the senate works under the direction of the president. The

responsibitities of the Secretary of the Senate include:
(1) performing the duties prescribed by law or otirer

Iprovisions iof these rul_esi

(2) slerving as parliamentary aclvisor to the Senate;

(3) compiling and maintaining the calendar for approval by
.|- ho Prae i rlan l- .l\,vfgvrlL'

LC 9002



1

z

3

4

5

6

7

B

9

10

11

12

I5

1A

15

1a
_1 0

I1

1B

19

20

2L

22

23

24

25

26

27

Unofficial Draft Copy
As of: November 1-6,201-0 (2:2'7pn) 

LC9002

(4) keeping t.he leadership informed on the progress and

workload of the Senatei

(5) transmj-tting biIls with appropriate messages to the

House of Representatives as instructed by action of the Senate;

(5) keeping and maj-ntaining records of the Senatei and

(7) supervisj-on of the Senate employees, except as

otherwise provided.

310-150. Sergeant-at-Arms duties. TJnder the direction of the

President, the Sergeant-at-Arms shall:
(1) maintain order as Cirected by the President or chair of

the Committee of the Whole;

(21 enforce the lobbying rul-es of t.he Senate,'

(3) supervise the employees assigned to the Sergeant's

office;
(4) receive, distribute, and rnaintain supplies, eguipment'

and other inventory of Lhe Senate, along with records of purchase

and disposal in accordance with law;

(5) perform duties as required by other rules and the

Senate.

SL0-160. LegisJ.ative aides. Each Senator may designate one

person of legat age to serve as an aide during the session.

Except.ions to this policy may be approved by the Rules Committee.

The Senator shall register an aide with the Secretary of the

Senate and arrange for the purchase of a name tag with the

Sergeant-at-Arms .

S10-170. Senate journal. (1) The Senate shall keep and

authenticate a journal of its proceedings as required by law and

LC 9002
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the ru.l-es.

(2) The Secretary of the Senate wilj- supervise the
preparation of the journal- b}r the journal clerks trained by

Legislative servi-ces Division under the direction of the

LC90 02

che

President.

(3) rn addition to the proceedings required by law to be

recorded, the journal must include:
(a) committee reportsi
(b) every moti-on, t.he name of the Senator presenti-ng it,

""o '1", "':;:":::::;,".ron 
or lesislarion in rhe senare;

(d) consideration of tegislation subsequent to
introduction,-

(e) roil call votes;

(f) messages from the Governor and the House of
Representatives ;

(q) every amendment, the name of the SenaLor presenting it,
and its disposition;

(h) the names of Senators and their votes on any guestion

upon a request by two Senators before a vote is t.aken; and

(i) any other records the Senate d.irect.s bv rule or acLion.

(4) The Secretary of the Senate shall prorride information
that may be necessary for the preparation of the daity journal
fnr nri nj- i na h .i --^ c^---.: ^^^ n.ly!rrrurrry v! the Legislative Servi-ces Division. Upon approval

by the President, the daily journal m.ust be reproduced and made

avail-abl-e.

(5) Any Senator may examine the daitv jourrral and propose

LC 9002
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corrections. Without objection by the Senate, the

direct the correction to be made.
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(5) The President shatl authenticate the original daily
journal, from time to time, and the Secretary of the Senat.e

shall, as appropriate, deliver it to the Legisl-ative Services

Division to be prepared for publication and distribut.ion in

accordance with law.

CHAPTER 2

Decorum

S20-10. Questions of order -- appeaL. The Presi-dent of the

Senate shal1 decide all questions of order, subject to an appeal

by any Senator seconded by t.wo other Senators. A Senator may not

speak more than once on an appeal without the consent of a

majority of the Senate.

S2O-20. Violation of rules -- caLL to order -- appea].. (1)

If a Senator, in speaking or otherwise, violates the rules of the

Senate, the President shall-, or the majority leader or minority

fl-oor leade:: may, call the Senator to order, in which case the

Senator cafled to order must be seated immediately.

(2) The Senator called to order may move for an appeal to

the Senate, and if the rnotion is seconded by two Senators, the

matter must be submitted to the Senate for determination by

majorit.y vote. The motion is nondebatable.

(3) If the decision of the Senate is in favor of the

Senator call-ed to order, the Senator may proceed. If the decision

is against the Senator, the Senator may not proceed.

(4) If a Senator is call-ed to order, the matter may be

LC 9002
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referred to the Rules committee by the minority or majority
l-eader. The committee may recommend t.o the Senate that the
senator be censured or be subject to other action. censure

consists of an official public reprimand of a senator for
inappropriate behavior. The Senate shail act upon the

recommendation of the Comrnittee.

520-30. Questions of privilege -- restrictions. (1)

Questions of privilege in order of precedence are those:
(a) affecting the coll-eetive rights, safety, dignity, or

inteErity of the proceedings of the Senate; and

(b) affecting the rights, repuLaLion, or conduct of
individual Senat.ors in t.heir capacity as Senators.

(2) A Senator may not address the Senate on a question of
privilege between the time:

(a) an undebatable motion is offered and the vote is taken

on the motion,.

(b) the previous guestj-on is ordered and the vote is taken

on t.he proposition included under the prevj-ous questioni or
(c) a motion to iay on the table is offered and the vote is

taken on the motion

S2O-40. Recognition by chair. A Senator desj-ring to speak

shall rise and address the presiding officer and, once being

recognized, shal1 speak standing in place. The presiding officer
malr grarrt permission for a speaker to speak from elsewhere in the

chamber. when two or more Senators rise at the same Lime, the

presiding officer shal1 name t.he order of the speakers.

s20-50. FLoor priviJ.eges. (1) when the senat.e is in sessi-on

10 LC 9002
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no person i-s permitted in the chambers except:

(a) leqislators;

LC9002

(b) legisiative officers and employees whose presence is

necessary for the conduct of business of the session;

(c) ffi resistered representatives of the

rrffs media; and

(d) former legislators (not current.ly registered as

lobbyists).

(2) The President may make exceptions for visiting

dignitaries.
(3) Beginning t hour before and ending one-half hour after

adjournment, no person is permitted in the chambers except those

authorized as exceptions under subsection (1) or (2).

S20-60. Comnrunications to Senate. A communicati-on to the

Senate must be addressed to the President and must bear the name

of the person submitting it. The President shall decide if the

communication bears including in the caLendar.

S20-70. Distribution of naterials on floor -- exception. (1)

Subject to subsection (2\, material may not be distributed on the

Senators I desks in the chamber unless the material bears the

signature of the bearer and a Senator and has been approved by

the President.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to material written by

staff at the request of a SenaLor and placed on the Senator's

desk.

CHAPTER 3

Conunittees

LC 9002
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s30-10. conunittee appointments. (1) There is a committee on

committees consisting of six members. rf t.he senate is evenlv
divided between parties, the committee shall consist of six
senators, three from the majority party'and three from the
mincrity party.

(2) The committee on committees shalln with the approval of
the senate, appoint the members of senate standing comm-i-trees,

select committees, and joint commj-ttees. prior to rnakinq

committee assignments, the committee on committees shall take

into consideration the recommendations of the minoritv I eader for
minnr^i{-tz na-*.i#*aa -^^.: -**^*&^ r^ri!L LL^ -----.-!i ^-- ^trr.arrL.,!rLy uurrurirttee assignments. Wi_th the exception of SenaE_ors

servinq in leadership posj-tions, each Senator must be aptrointed

tq a cLass 1--qgmmittee and to a cl-ass 2 or class 3 committee

unless the Senator reguests to not be appointed to a second

committee.

(3) The President of the Senate shall appoint all
conference committees and special committees, with the advice of
the majority feader and ininority l-eacler.

(4) The Senate may change the membership of any committee

on 1 day's notice.

S30-20. Standing corunittees -- classifi.cation. (1) The

standing committees of the Senate are as follows:
(a) class one committees:

(i) Business, Labor, and Economic Affairs;
(ii ) Finance anci. Claims,.

(iii) Judiciary; and

(iv) Taxation;

L2 LC 9002
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(b) class two committees:

(i) Education and Cultural Resources;

(ii) Local Government;

(iii) Natural Resources,-

(iv) Public Health, Welfare, and Safety; and

(v) State Administrationi
(c) class three cornmittees:

(i) Agriculture, Livestock, and Trrigation;
(ii) Energy;

(iii) Fish and Game; and

(iv) Highways and Transportation; and

(d) on call committees:

(i) Ethics;

(ii1 Legislative Administration; and

(iii) Ru]es.

LCg002
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(2) A cl-ass 1 committee is scheduled to meet Monday through

Friday. A class 2 committee is scheduled to meet Monday,

Wednesday, and Friday. A class 3 committee is scheduled to meet

Tuesday and Thursday. Unless a cl-ass is prescribed for a

committ.ee, it raeets upon the call of the chair.
(3) The Legislative Council shall review the workload of

the standing committees to deterrnine if any change is indicated

in the class of a standing committee for the next legislative

session. The Legislat.ive Council-'s reconmendations must be

submitted to t.he leadership nominated or elected at the

presession caucus provided for Ln 5-2-20I.

S30-40. Ex officio mernbers -- qluorum. (1) A quorum of a

1_3 LC 9A02
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nnmni{-+^^ ;^uuliurr-LLee rs a majority of the members of the committee. A

guorum of a committee must be present at a meetinq to act
officiarly. A guorum of a committee may transact business, and. a

mrinri l-rr af +ha ^,,^*,,*'rqJvrrLJ \r! url€ QUOrUlIlT even though it is a minority of the

committee, is sufficient for comrnitcee action.
(2) The majority leader and the roinority leader are ex

officio nonvotinq members of all committees in order to establish
a quorum.

s30-50. chair's duties. (1) The chair of a committee is the
presiding officer of that comnrittee and is responsible for:

(a) maintaining order within the committee room and its
environs;

(b) scheduling hearings and executive act.i-oni

(c) supervising committee work, including the appointment

of subcommitt.ees to act on a formal or informal basis; and

(d) authenticating committee reports by signingi them and

submitting t-hem promptly to the Secretary of the Senate. The

chair shall- sign business reports reflecting action taken in each

commitLee meeting that enable the preparation of committee

minutes. The minutes must be printed on archival paper.

(21 The Secretary of t.he Senate shall arrange to have the

minutes copied j-n an electronic format. An electronic copy wil-l
be provided to the Legisl-at.ive Services Division and the State

Law Library of Mont.ana. The archival paper copy must be delivered
to t.he Mont-ana Historical Society.

S30-60. Meetings -- noticq :- ptaEpose :-minutes. (1) All
meetings of committees rnust be open to the public at arl- times,

rr+ LC 9002
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subject always to the power and authority of the chair to
maintain safety, order, and decorum. The date, time, and place of

committee meetings must be announced.

(21 Notice of a committ.ee hearing must be made by posting

the date, time, and subject of the hearing in a conspicuous

public place not less than 3 legislative days in advance of the

hearing. This 3-day notice requirement does not apply to hearings

scheduled:

(a) prior to the third iegislative day;

(b) less than 10 tegislative days before the transmittal
deadline applicable to the subject of the hearing;

(c) to consj-der confirmation of a gubernatorial appointment

received less than 10 legislative days before the last scheduled

day of a legislative sessioni or
(d) due to appropriate circumstances.

(3) When a committee hearing is scheduled with less than 3

days' noLice, the conmnittee chair shall use all practical means

to disseminate notice of the hearing to the public.
(4) Notice of conference committee hearings must be given

as provided in Joint RuIe 30-30.

(5) A committee or subcommittee may be assembled for:
(a) a public hearing at. which testimony is to be heard and

at which official action may be taken on bi-ll-s, resolutionsr or

other matters;

(b) a formal meeting at. which the committees may discuss

and take official action on bills, resolutions, or other matters

without. testimony; or

15 LC 9402
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(c) a work session at which the committee may discuss
birrs, resolutions, or other :natters but take no foririal action.

(6) A11 committees meet at the call of the chair or upon

the request of a majority of the members of the comm.ittee.

(7) A committee may not meet during the time the senate i s

in session without leave of the President. Any Senator attending
a meeting while the senate is in session must be consi dered

excused to attend business of the Senate subject. to a call of the

Senat.e.

(B) All meetings of committees must be recorded and the

minutes must be avai1able to the public within a reasonable time

after the meeting. The officiai record must contain at least. the

following informat.ion :

(a) the time and place of each meeting of the committeei

(b) committee members present, excused, or absent;
(c) the names and addresses of persons appearing before the

committ.ee, whom each represents, and whether the person is a

proponent, opponent, or other witnessi
(d) all motions and their disposition;
(e) the resul-ts of all votes; ancl

(f) ali testimony and exhibits.
(9) If a bill is heard in a joint. committee, it must be

referred to a'standing committee. The standing commit.tee is not

required to ho1d an additionaf hearing but. sha11 take executive

action and may report the biri to the committee of the whole.

(10) A bill or resolution mav not be considered or become a

law unless referred to a committee and returned from a commit.tee.

15 LC 9002
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(11) A bill may be rereferred at any time before its
passage.

S30-70. Proeedures -- member privilecres. (1) The chair

sha1l notify the sponsor of any bil-l pending before the committee

of the time and place it will be considered.

(2) A standing or select committee may not hear legislation

unless the sponsor or one of the cosponsors is present or unless

the sponsor has given written consent.

(3) (a) Subject to subsection (3) (b), the committee shal1

act on each bill in it.s possession:

(i) by reporting the bill out of the committee:

(A) with the recommendation that. it be referred to another

nnmmi l-l-aa.uuvvt

(B) favorably as to
(C) unfavorably; or

(ii) by tabling the

(b) At the written

finally dispose of a biIl

in 530-64(1, I a bill may

r ho:r'i nn

passage; or

measure in committee.

raarract nf fho-..- sponsor' a committee may

without a hearing. Except as provided

not be reported from a committee without

(4) The conrrnittee may not report a bill to t.he Senate

without reconmendation.

(5) In reporting a neasure oul of commit.tee, a committee

shall- include in its report:
(a) the measure in the form reported out;

(b) the rec.ommendation of the comrnittee;

(c) an identification of all proposed changesi and

I7 LC 9AA2
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(d) a fiscal- note, if requireci.

(6) If a measure is taken from a committee arrd brought to
the Senat.e floor for debaLe on second reading on that day without
a committee recommendatlon, the bill does not include amendments

formalJ-y adopted by the committee because commi ttee amendments

are merely recommendatitrns to the senate that are formally
adopted when the committee report is acceptecl by the senate.

('ll A second tc any mction offered in a conmrittee is not
reguired in order for the motion to be consj-dered by t.he

committee "

(B) ?he vote of each member on all committee actions must

be recorded and ::eported in the committee minutes. Arr rnotions

may be adopted onJ-y on the afrirnative vote of a majority of the

members voting.
(9) A motiorr to take a bit.l from the t.abie ma.'/ be adopted

by t-he affirmative vote of a rnajority of the members present at
any meeting of the committee.

(10) An action formally taken by a committ.ee may not be

artered in the committee except by reconsideration and further
formal action of the committee.

(11) A commit-tee may reconsider any action as long as t.he

matter remaj-ns in the possession of the committee. A bill is in
the possession of the committee until a report on the bi]l is
mad.e to the conrrnittee of the whol-e. A committee m.ember need not

have voted wit.h the prevailing s-i-de in order to move

reconsideration -

(I2) The chair shall- decide points of order.

16 LC 9002
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(13) The privileges of committee members include the

following:

(a) to participate freely in committee discussions and

debate;

(b) to offer motions;

(c) to assert points of order and privi.lege;
(d) to question witnesses upon recognition by the chair,'

(e) to offer any amendment to any bill," and

(f) to vole, either by being presenl or by proxy, using a

standard form.

(14) Any meeting c,f a committee held through the use of

telephone or other electronic communication must be conducted in

accord.ance with Chapter 3 of the Senate Rules.

(15) A committee may consolidate into one bill any two or

more related bills referred to it whenever legislation may be

simplified by the eonsolidation.
(15) Committee procedure must be informal, but when any

'questions arise on committee proceCure, the rules or practices of

the Senate are applicable except as stated in the Senate Rules.

S30-80. Pubtic testimony -- deqoqgr -- time,gegLr:lctiqge.

(1) Testimony from proponents, opponents, and informational

witnesses must be allowed on every bill or resolution before a

standing or select committee. All persons, other than the

sponsor, offering testimony shall register on the committee

witness Iist.
(2t Any person wishj-ng to offer testimony to a committee

hearing a bill or reso.l-ution must be given a reasonabl-e

10 LC 9002
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opportunity to do so, orally or in writing, subject to tirne

constraj-nts. written testi-mony may not be required of any

witness, bul: arl witnesses must be encouraged to submit a

statement in writing for the committee's official record.
(3) The chair may order the commiitee room cl-eared of

visitors if ihere is disorderllz conduct. During committee

meetings, visitors may not speak- unless called. upon by the chair.
Restrj-cti ons on time availabl-e for testimony may be announced.

(4) The number of people in a commit.t.ee room may nol exceed

the maximum posted by the state Fire Marshall. The chair shall
maintain that limit.

(5) in any committee meeting, t.he use of cameras,

television, radio, or any form of telecommunication equipment. is
allowed, but the chair may designate the areas of the hearing

room from which the equipment must be operated. CelI phone use

is at the discretion of the chair.
530-100. Pairs prohibited -- absentee or proxy voting. Paj-rs

in standing committee are prohibited. Standing ancl select
committees may by a majorrty vote of t.he comrnittee authorize
Senators to vote in absentia while engaged in other legislative
business. Authorization for absentee or proxy voting must be

reflected in the committee minutes.

S30-140. Reconsideration in comrnittee. A committee may at

any time prior to submitt.ing a report to the Secretary of the

Senate reconsider its previous action on legislation.
S30-150. Conutrittee requested J.egislation. (1) (a) Except as

provided in subsection (1) (b), at l-east. three-fourths of all the

20 LC 9002
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members of a st.anding committee must have voted in favor c'f the

question to allovr the committee Lo request the drafting and

introduction of leqislation.
(b) The Finance and Claims Committee may request the

drafting and introduction of legislation by a majority vote of

all of the members of the committee.

(21 The chair of a committee shall introduce, or shall

designate a member of the committee to introduce, Iegislation

requested by the committee. The introduced bill must be referred

to the requesting committee.

S30-160. Ettrics Committee. (1) The Ethics Committee shall-

meet only upon the call of the chair after the referral of an

j-ssue from the Rules Committ'ee or to consider a request for a

determj-nation pursuant to subsection (4). The Rul-es Committee may

be convened to consider the referral of a malter to the Ethics

Committee upon t.he request of a Senator. The Rules Commi-ttee

shall prepare a written statement of the specific guestion or

issue to be addressed by the Ethics Committee. The issues

referred to the Ethics Committee must be related to the actions

of a Senator during a legislative session.

(21 The matters that rnay be referred t.o the Ethics

Commi-ttee are:

(a) a violation of:
(i) 2-2-L03;

(ii) 2-2-704;

(iii) 2-2-r1r;
(iv) 2-2-ll2i

2t LC 9002
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(b) the use or threatened use of a senator's position for
personal or personal business benefit or advantage; or

(c) any other violation of law by a senator while acting in
the capacity of Senator.

(3) If -uhere is a recommendation from the Ethics Committee,

the recommenciation is made to the Senate.

(4) As provided in 2*2-1L2, a Senator may seek a

determination from the Ethics cornmittee concerning the
possibility of a personal confl-ict. of interest.

CR4,PTER 4

. Legislation
s40-10. Tlpes of legislation. The only types of legi"station

that may be introduced in the senate are those that have been

draftecl and approved by the Legisiative services Division and

signed by a senator as chief sponsor" The types of legislation
allowed include:

(1) biIls of any subjecto except appropriat'ions;
(2t joint resolutions, which may be used for any purpose

specified in Joint Rule 40-60i and

(3) simple resolutj-ons, which may:

(a) adopt or amend Senate rules;
(b) provide for the internal affairs of the Senatei

(c) express confirmation of the Governor,s appointments; or
(d) make recornmendations concerning the districting and

apportj-onment plan as provj-ded by Article V, section 14 (4\ , of
the Montana Constitution.

s40-20. rntroduetion -- first reading. (1) upon receiving a

22 LC 9002
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bill or resolution from a Senator, the Secretary of the Senate

shal1 assign an appropriate sequential number, which constitutes

introduct.ion of the legislation. Legislation properiy introduced

or received in the Senate must be announced across the rostrum

rnt constitutes firstand public notice provided. This announceme

reading, and no d.ebate or motion is in order except that a

Senator may question adherence to rules. Acknowledgment by the

Secretary of the Senate of receipt of legislation transmitted

from the House conmences the time limit for consideration of the

legislation. All legislation received by the Senate may be

rafarrad l-n - cOmmittee priOr to being read aCrOSs the rOStrum.

(2) Bills and resolutions preintroduced as provided in

Joint Rule 40-40 may be assigned to committee and printed prior

to the legislative session. The Legislative Services Division is

responsible for ensuring the preintroduction intent from each

Senator and presenting the preintroduced legislation t.o the

SecreLary of the Senate.

(3) Upon referral to committee, the Secretary of the Senate

shall publicly post a .l-isting of the bill or resolution by a

summary of its title, together wit.h a notation of the commit.tee

to which it has been assigned.

(4) The sponsor may ask the Legislative Services Diriision

to change or correct a short title used on the biil status

system.

S40-30. Additional sponsors. (1) Additional sponsors may be

added on motion of the chief sponsor at any time prior to a

st.anding committee report on the bill .or resolution. Forms for

23 LC 9002
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adding sponsors will be supplied on reouest by the secr6tary of
the Senate.

(2, Upon passagfe of the motion, Lhe names of the additional
spol']sor-s will- be print.ecl in t.he journal ancl the form containing
the signatures of the aclditional sponsors wi.l-l be forwarded to
+L^ T^*.:^1-Li--^ .r^-----r ---tne Legl-slacrve Services Division with ttre original bill- for the

inclusj-on of the names 1n subsequent printings of the bill or
resol-ution.

340-40. Reading lSrnitations. (1) Every bit.l musL be read
f hrca 'l- imaq nri nr l-a na ^; tsL^r l^,, +.iLrrluL Llr,LsD yrJ-of to passaqe, ertrrer oy crtle or by summary of
tif'l c:s nrnrzi.cied in theSc rul-eS.v !uEu Jtt LtIgDu

(2\ A bill- or resolution may not have more than one reading

on the same day except the last legislative day.

(3) An amendment may not be offered on third reading.

S40-60. Scheduling for seeond readinE. (1) A11 b.ills and

resol-utrons that. have been reported by a committee or withdrawn

from a committee by motion, accepted by the Senale, and

reproduced must. be scheduled for considera.tion by committee of
the whole prior- to the transmittal deadlines provided for in
JIU!-200 thqt are applicable to each b!11 or resolution.

(2) Until the 50t.h legislative day, 1 day must elapse

between receivj-ng the legislat.ion fron printing and scheduling

for second reading for consideratj-r:n by Committee of the Whole

unless a- l:rinted versron of an unamended bill is avai-.Labre.

(3) The major-ity lead-er shall- arrange legislation on the

agenda in the order in which the bills will be considerecl, unless

otherwise ord.erecl by the senate or committee of the whole.

z1 LC 9002
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CITAPTER 5

Floor Action

550-10. Attendance -- mandatory voting -- quonrm. (1)

Unless bxcused, Senators musL be present at every sitting of the

Senate and shall vote on guestions put before the Senate.

(2) A majority of the SenaLe shall constitute a quorum to

do business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day and

compel the attendance of absent Senators, in the manner and under

penalties as the Senate may prescribe (Montana Constitution, Art.

V, sec. 10 (2) ) .

550-20. Orders of business. After prayer, ro11 call, and

r^h^F{- +L^ -i^'.**-'l rL^l=yvru vrr Lrrv Jvulrtalr LrtE vrdgr of business of the Senate is as

follows:

(1) communi-cations and petitions;
(2) reports of st.anding committees;

(3) reports of select cornmittees,'

(4) messages from the Governor;

(5) messages from the House of Representatives;

( 5 ) mot.i_ons,.

(7) first reading and commitment of bills;
(B) second reading of bills (Committee of the Whole);

(9) third reading of bills;
(10) unfinished business;

(11) special orders of the day; and

(LZ) announcement of committee meetings.

To revert to or pass to a new order of business requi res

only a majority vote. Unless otherwise specified in the motion to

25 LC 9402



1

2

3

4

5

6

1

I

Y

10

11

!2

13

I4

15

I6

L7

18

1"9

2L

22

23

.ALA

25

zo

27

Unofficial praft Copy
As of: November 16, 20J.0 (2:27pm)

LCqA02

recess, the senate shall revert to orcier of Business No. 1 when

reconvening after a recess.

s50-30. Limi.tations on debate. A senator may not speak more

than twice on any one motion or question wiihout unanimous

consent of the senate, unless the senator has introduee,c or
proposed the motion or question under debate, in which case the

sena-Lor may speak twice and also close the debate. However, a

senator who has spoken may not speak again on t.he same moLion or
question to the exclusion of a senator who has not spoken.

S50-40. Procedure upon offering a motion. (1) When a motion

is offered it must be restated by the presiding officer. If
requested by the presiding officer or a Senatoro it must be

reduced io writing, presented at the rostrum, and read aloud by

the Secretary.

(2) A motion may be wil-hdrawn by the Senator offering
any time before it is amended or voted upon.

S5O-50. Precedence of motions. (1) When a question is
debate only the following privileged and subsidiary motions

be made:

(a) to adjcurn (nondebatable S5Q-60);

(b) for a call of the Senate (nondebatable,.g50:60);

(c) to recess (nondebatable ,S50-60);

(d) question of privilege;
(e) to lay on the table (ryqnslebat_eble 5-50-60);
(f) for the previous guestion (nondebaEeble S50-60);

(g) to postpone to a certain day;

(h) to refer or commit;

i ! 
-!l_L dL

under

may

zo LC 9CA2
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(i) to amend,. and

(j) to postpone indefinitely.
(2) The motions listed in subsection (1) have precedence in

the order listed.
(3) A question may be indefinitely postponed by a majority

roll call of all Senators present ancl vot.ing. When a bill or

resol-ution is postponed indefinitely, it is finally reject.ed and

may not be acted upon again except upon a motion of

reconsideration as provided in 550-90.

(4J A motion or proposition on a subject different from

that under consideration may not be accepted unless a substitute

motion is in order.

S50-60. NondebatabLe motions. The following motions are not

debatable:

(1) to adjourn;

(21 for a cal-l- of the Senate;

(3) to recess or rj-se;

(4) for parliamentary inquiry,'
(5) for suspension of the rulesi
(6) to lay on the table;
(1) for the previous question;

(B) to linit, extend the limits of, or to close debat.e;

(9) to amend an undebatable motion;

(10) to @ion chaqse a yalq (S5Q-200);

(11) to pass business in Committee of the Whole;

(12) to take from the table,'

(13) a deci-sion of the presiding officer, unless appealed or

11 LC 9042
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unless the presiding officer submits the question to the senate

for advice or decision; and

(14) all incidental motions, such as motions relating
voting or other questions of a general procedural nature.

S50-70 . Arnending motions ::__Ee_q,Elqtiqos,. ( 1) Sub j ecr
subsection (2), no more than one amendment and no more than

substitute motion may be made to a motion. This rule permits

main motion and two modifvinq motions.

EO

l-.)

one

+1^^
Ltlg

(2) A motion for a call of the Senate, for the previous
question, to table, or to take from the table may not be amended.

S50-80. Previous question. (1) Except as provided in
subsection (2), the effect of calling for the previous guestion,

if adopted, is to close debate immedlately, to prevent. the

offering of amendments or other subsidiary motions, and to bring
to vote promptly the immediately pending main question and the

adhering subsidiary motions, whether on appeal or ot.herwise. The

motion for the previous suestion is nondebatable as provided in
ss0-60 (7).

(2) When the prerrious quesLion is ordered on any debatable

question on which there has been no debate, the question may be

debated for one-harf hour, one-half of that time to be given to
the proponents and one-half to the opponents. The sponsor of the

main motion on which the previcus question is adopted may close

on the motion reqardless of whether debate o4 the main motion_ has

occurled.

(3) A cai-l of the Senate is not in order after the previous
question i-s ordered unless it appears upon an actual count by ihe

2B LC 9002
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presiding officer that a guorum is not present.

S50-90. Reconsideration -- tirle restrictions. (1) tury.

subiect to subsection (6), any senator may, on the day the vote

was taken or on the next day the senate is in session, move t.o

reconsider the question. A motion to reconsider is a debatable

motion, but the debate is limited to the motion. The debate on a
motion to reconsider may not address the substance of the matter

for which reconsideration j-s sought. However, aq inquiry mAV be

made concerninq the purpose of the motion to reconsider.
(2)

i-orr- a

motion to reconsider must be disposed of when made unless a

proper substitute motion is made and adopted.

(3) A motion to recall a bilt from the House of

Representatives constitutes notice to reconsider and must be

acted on as a motion to reconsider. A motion to reconsider or t'o

recall a bill from the House of Representatives may be made only

under Order of Business No. 6 and, under that order of business,

takes precedence over all motions except. motions Lo recess or

adj ourn .

(4) When a motion to reconsider is laid on the table, a

two-thirds majority is required to take it from the table. hlhen a

motion to reconsider fail-s, the question is finally and

concl-usively sett1ed.

(5) ff a moti-on to reconsider third reading action is
carried, there may not be further action until the succeeciing

zv LC 9002
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legislative da1'.

(5) If the Senale has adiourned for more Lhan 2 davs, t'hen

a motiol to rgconsider action taken on the last dav the senate

lvas in session is in order on the dav_lbe senate reconvenes or on

the follEv.Lng lesislative dav.

S50-100. Dividing a question -* qegregilticll excLUded. A

senator may reguest to dj-vide a question if it includes two or
more propositions so drstinct in substance that. if one thing is
taken away a substantive question will remain. A vqtq_iq not

reguired on a request, to divide a suestion, br-rt the chair mav

rul-e that-a question is not divisible. The rulinq of the chair
maY ne appeakA as_ plovideci in 520-10 ancl 520-20. For an appeal

of a ruling of the r-rresidinq officer, the question for the Senale

must be stated as, "slrall the ruling of the chair be upheld". A

motion to sesregate pursuant to s50-140 (4) is not a request to
divide a questior]=

S50-110. Rules for questions or biLls requiring ottrer than a
majority vote. (1) ?ftrerr E:<cept as provided in subsection (2) , a

question or bill requires more than a majority vote for final
passage.* a majority vote is sut-ficient to decide any quesiiorr
-ra'l rJ-inn l-a t-l-ra *rrno+.ia-!s!qLrrrv LU urr€ eu€stion or bill- prior Lo third reaciing.

(21 Any vote in the Senate on a bil.l proposing an amendment

to the Montana Constitution under circumstances in which there

exj-sts the mathematical possibility of obtaining the necessary

two-thirds vote of the Legisj-ature wil-l cause the birl to
progress as though it had received the najority vore. This rule
does not prevent a committee from indefinitety postponingi or

30 LC 9002
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tabling a bill proposing an amendment to the Montana

Constitution.

(3) If a bill has been amended j-n the House of
Representatives anci the amendments are accepted by the senate,

the bill must again be praced on third reading in the senate to
determine if the reguired number of votes has been cast.

S50-120. Comnittee reports to Senate -- reconsideration. (1)

Reports of standing committees must be read on Order of Business

No. 2, and, subject to subsection (4), debate may not be had on

any report.
(2) On an adverse committee report, the sponsor may respond

to the chair of the committee makinq the report.
(3) Any Senator seeking a reconsideration of the Senate's

action on the adoption of a committee report shall do so on Order

of Business No. 6 by motion to reconsider as provided in 550-90.

Any Senator may make the reconsideration motion and need not have

voted on the prevailing side. This rule applies notwithstanding

any joint rule to the contrarlz. fke Subiect to 550-90 (6), the

reconsiderati-on motion must be made within 1 legislaLive day of
the adoption of the committee report and is not in order if the

bilt has been considered in Committee of the Whole.

(4) (a) Subject to subsection (4) (b), the Rules CommitLee

and conference committees may report at any time, excepi during a

call of the Senate, when a vote is being taken, or during

Committee of the Whote.

. (b) The Rules Committee may report during Committee of the

whole on matters referred to the committee bv the committee of
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the Whole.

S50-130. Conference cormnittee :: reporLs. (1) When a

conference committee report is fil-ed with the secretary of the

senate, the report must be read under order of Business No" 3,

select committees, and praced on the calendar the succeeding

legi-slative day fcr consideration on second readinq. rf
recommended favorably by the

considered on third reading t
(2) If both the Senate

adopt the same conference committee report on leqisl-ation
requiring more than a maiorit
Senate, following approval of
t-hirrl rardina Sha'l I nlana f\, otrq!! Irrq!_E Lt

third reading to determine if
/?\ Tf fr\Ji rr une Senate rejec

the committee continues to ex

President or by rnotion. The committee may file a subsequent

rannrl-

(4) A Senate conference committee may confer regarding

matters assigned to it with any House corlference committee with

like jurisdiction and submit recornmendations for consideration of

S50-140. Second reading -- conunittee of the whole report --
segreqation -- reieetion. (1) The Senate may resolve itself j-nto

a Commi-ttee of t.he Whole for consideration of business on second

reading, by approva1 of a mot j_on for that pul:pose.

(2) After a Committee of the Whol-e has been formeci, the

Committee of t.he Whole, it may be

he same legislative day.

and the House of Representatives

y vote for fj-nal passage, the

the conference committee report cn

e f inal f orm of the legl slat.ion on

the required vote is obtained.

ts a conference cornmitt.ee report,

ist unless dissolved bv the
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President shal-l appoint a chair to preside.
(3) A11 legislation considered in the Committee of the

whole must be read by a summary of its title. The sponsor sha1l

make an opening statemenL, proposed amendments must be

considered, and then the bill must be considered in its entirety.
(4) Prior to adoption of the Committee of the Whole report,

a senator may move to segregate legislation. rf the motion

prevails, the legislation remains on second reading.
(5) lVhen a Committee of the Whole report. on legislation is

rejected, the legislation remains on second reading.

S50-150. Cornmittee of the WhoLe amendments. (1) All
committee of the whole amendments must be prepared by the staff
of the Leqislative Services Division, stipulating the date and.

time of preparation and staff approval, and delivered to the

Secretary of the Senate for reading before the amendment is voted

(2) Each amendment., rejected or adopted, must be printed in
the journal, along- with the name of the Sponsor and the vote on

each.

S50-160. Motions in Committee of the IiIhoIe. (1) AI1 proper

motions on second reading are debatable unless specificallv
specified.

(2) The only motions in order duringi Committee of the Whole

are co:

(a) anrtrrd recommend passaqe or nonpas€age;

(b) recommend ry concurrence or
nonconcurrence (House amendments to Senale legislation),.
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(c) amq[d;

(d) indefinitely postpone;

(e) pass consideration;
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aqenda (nondebatable S-50-60 (14) ) ,

€i lgl rise (nondebatabl-e 550:5013) );
t# (h) rise and report p_roqreggjlnel -Agk leave-le S-ft aqaia

(ncndebatable S50-60 (3) ); or

# (i) rise and report irr
(nondebatabl-e S50-60 (3) ) ;--ur

aqada.

(3) The motions listed in subsection (2\ mav be made :-n

descendinq order as listed.

S50-1?0. Committee of the Tthole -- generally. (1) The

Commit-tee of the Whote may not appoint subcommiLtees.

(2| The Committee of the Whole may not punish its members

for misconduct, but may report disorder to the Senate.

S50-180. Voting on second reading -: positive disposit:Leq-s.lq

motions. (1) On Order of Business No. B, in addition to other

methods, a recorded vote may be made in the followingi manner: t.he

chair may call for a voice vote to accept or rejeet a guestion.

If the vote is other than unanimous, the chair may ask t.hat the

lesser number on the question indicate their vote by standing.

The Secretary will- then record the vote of those standing. The

chair may then rule that unl-ess excused those not standing and

present have voted on the prevailing side of the question and

LC 9002
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that their vote be recorded as voting on t.he

there was a unanimous voj_ce vote, all those

recorded as having voted for the question.

(2) A motion on second reading must be

LCg002

prevailing side. If
presenL will- be

disposed of by a

positive voLe.

s50-190. Third reading procedure. (1) unress rereferred to a

committee by a majority vote after the adoption of the commj-ttee

of the whole report but before moving to another order of
business, all legisration passing second reading must be placed

on third reading the day following the receipt of the engrossing

or ot.her appropriate printing report.
(2) On Orcler of Business. No. 9 the Secretary shall read the

title and the President shall state the quest.ion as forlows:

"senate bilI number (or other appropriate identification) .....
havi-ng been read three severar times, the question is, shal1 the

bilt (or other appropriate identification) pass the Senate?"

(3) ff an electronic voting systern is used, the President

shall state "Those in favor vote yes and those opposed vote no"

and the Secretary will sound the signal- and open the board for
voting. After a reasonable pause the presiding officer asks ,uHas

every member voted?" (reasonable pause), "Does any member wish to
change his or her vote?" (reasonabl-e pause), "The Secret.ary will
record the vote."

550-200. Senate voting -- changing a vote -- obiectj-on. (1)

A ro11 call- vote must be taken on the request of two senators, if
the request occurs before the vote is taken"

(2) On a roll call vote the names of t.he Senators must be

35 LC 9002
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called alphabetically, unless an electronic votlng system i-s

used. A Senator may not vote after the decisj-on is announced from

the chair. A Senator may not explain a vct.e until after t.he

decision i-s announced from t.he chair. 
.

(3) A Senacor may move to change the Senatorts vote, on any

recorded vote, within 1 legislative day of the vote" ?he Senator

making the motion shall first specify the bil-l number, the ciaLe

of the vote, and the original vole taIly. -A vote m.ay nol be

changed if it would affect the outcome of legislation. The motion

is nondebatabie. If ncne of the Senators present object, the

change irust be entered into the ;ournal.
(4) If any Senato:: objects to the reguest in subsection

(3), the Senator making the request may move to suspend the rul-es

to allow the Senator to change the Senator's vcte.
(5) An error caused by a malfunction of the voting sysLem

may be corrected without a vote within 10 minutes of the

malfunction "

S5O-210. Pairs -- comnittee of the whoLe restriction. (1)

Two Senators may pair on a guest,ion that will be cietermined by a

majority vote. On a question requiring a two-thirCs vote for

adoptionn three Senators may pai::, with two Senators for the

guest.ion and one Senator against. Pairing is permitted only when

^h^ ^f +L^ *^.i 
-^J 

d^- ^! ^-^^ ione or rne par-red Serrators is excused vrhen the vote is taken.

(2) An agreement to pair must be in writing and clated and

q'i nnad l.rrr l- ha Qan=l. nro id-a^ i nr f a ha harrnroryrr=u uy ,,,= Senators agreeing to be bound and must speci-fy t.he

cluration of the pair. When an agreement r-o pa.ir is filed with the

Secretary of the Senate, it binds the Senators signing until the

36 LC 9002
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expiration of time for which it was signed, unless the paired
senators sooner appear and ask that the agreement be cancSled.

(3) Pairs in Committee of the Whole are prohibited.
S50-220. CalI of ttre SenaLe. (1) 

,In the absence of a

a majority of senators present may compel the aitend.ance

absent Senators by ordering a call_ of the Senate.

(2) If a quorum is presento five Senators may order

quorum,

of

d EdLL

of the Senate.

(3) On a cal-l of the Senate, a Senator who refuses to
attend may be arrested by t.he Sergeant-at-Arms or any other
person,'as the majorit.y of the senators present direct. when the

attendance of an absent Senator is secured and the Senate refuses

t.o excuse the senatorts absence, the senator may not be paid any

expense payments while absent and is l-iabie for the expenses

incurred in procurinq the Senatorfs attendance.

(4) During a call of the Senate, aII business must be

suspended. After a cal-l has been ord.ered, no motion is in order

except a motion to adjourn or remove the eall. The call may be

removed by a two-thirds vote of the members present.

S50-230. House amendnents to Senate J.egis1ation. (1) When

the House has properly returned senate legislation with House

amendments, the Senate shall announce the amendments on Order of
Business No. 5 and the President. shall place them on second

reading for debate. The President may rerefer Senate legislation
v'rith House amendments to a committee for a hearing if the House

amendments constitute a significant change in the senate

legislation. The second reading vote is limited to consideration

31 LC 9402
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(2) If the Senate accepts House amendments, the Senate

shall place the final form of the legislation on third reading to
determine if the legislation, as amended, is passed or if the

required vote is obtained.

(3) If the Senat.e rejects the House amendments, the Senate

may request the House to recede from its amendments or may direct
appointment of a conference committee and request the House to
appoint a like committee.

S50-240. Governor's amendrnents. (1) Irilhen the Governor

returns a bill with recommended amendments, the SenaLe shall
announce the arnendments under Order of Business No. 4.

(2J 
. 
The Senate may debate and adopt or reject the

Governor's recommended amendments on second reading on anlz

legislative day.

(3) If both the Senate and the House of Representatives

accept the Governor's recommended amendments on a bilf that

Unofficial Draft Copy
As of: November 16, 2At0 (2:2"7pm)

of t.he House amendments.

requires more than a majority vote

shall place the final form of the

determine if the required vote is

S50-250. Governor's veto. (1)

bill with a veto, the Senate shall
of Business No. 4.

LC9002

for final passage, the Senate

legislation on third reading to

obtained.

When the Governor returns a

announce the veto under Order

(2J On any legislative day, a

the Governor's vet.o by a two-thirds
No. 6.

Senator may

vote uncier

move to override

Order of Business

CEAPTER 6

38 LC 9042
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RuIes

S60-10. Senate rules -- arnendment -- adoption -- suspension.

(1) A motion to amend or adopt a rufe of the Senate must be

referred to the Rules committee without debate. A rule of the

senate may be amended or adopted only with the concurrence of a

majority of the Senate and after 1 dayrs notice.
(2) A rule may be suspended temporarily by a two-thirds

vote

S60-20. Mason's Manua1 of Legislative Procedure. Mason's

Manual of Legislative Proced.ure (2000) governs the proceedings of
the Senate in all cases not covered by these rules.

CTIAPTER 7

l{ominationE from t}re Governor

S70-10. Nominations. (1) The Governor shall nominate and, by

and with the consent of the Senate, appoint all officers whose

offices are established by the Montana Constitution or which may

be created by law and for whom appcintmenL or election is not

otherwise provided"

(2) ff during a recess of the Senate a vacancy occurs in

any office subject to Senate confirmation, the Governor shall
appoint some fit person to discharge the duties of t.he office
until the next meeting of the Senate, when the Governor shail
nominate a person to fill the off-i-ce.

570-20. Introduction and first reading of nominations. (1)

Nominations received from the Governor must be:

(a) received. by the President,.

(b) delivered to the Secretary of the Senate;

39 LC 9002
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(c) read under Order of Business No. 4,

Governor; and

LC9A02

messages from the

(d) referred to committee. The president of the senate may

rofar :nrr inAi.'i-i,'-1 *^*.i^^+.: ^^ ^^-!^i-^-1 i-. - 1i ^Lrs!s! drry .L-rruiviCual nomination contained in a list received from

the Governor to any standing committee.

(2) The procedure in subsection (1) consrit.utes
introduction and first reading of the nominations.

(3) The secretary shall distribute a copy of the l-ist of
nominations to each Senator.

S?0-30. Comnittee proceEs -- preliminaEv report€ --_separate
consideration. (1) (a) The committee shall- research each nominee

and may request biographi-cal information-from the Governor for
each nominee if none has been proviCed.

(b) The cornmittee chair shal-l submit a bill- draft request

on behal-f of the committee for a simple resolution t.o include the

nominee submitted to the committee or for a qroup of nominees,

the nominees specified by the conunittee chair. These bill draft
requests will- not count against any bill draft request limit
imposed on members. vfhen the resorution has been prepared. and

introduced, the committee shall hold a hearing on the resol-ution

after appropriate public notice has been made qiven.

(2) Fol-lowing the hearings for a qroup of nominees, the

committee shall- issue preliminary standing commi t.tee reports to
be distributed to each Senator, stating the committee,s

recommendations concerning the nominees. A prelj.minarv standinq
commit.tee report is nqt lequired for a resolution for a sinql-e

nominee pursuant to subsectlon (5).
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(3) (a) If a Senator wishes to have an individual nominee,

or group of nominees, considered by the Senate separately from

the group of nomj-nees recommended by the commit.tee, the Senator

may request of the chair of the committee that the nominee or

nominees be considered by a separate resol-utj-on.

(b) A Senator shal-t request separate consideration of a

nominee within 3 days of receipt of the preliminary standing

committee report.. The committee chair shall honor this resuest.

(4) After waiting 3 days from the day of distribution of

the prelimJ-nary standing committee report, the committee chair

sha11 issue a final standinq committee report and deliver the

report to the Secretary of the Senate.

(a) If a nominee is to be separated from the resolution,

the final standing committee report must include an amendment

deleting that nominee.

(b) When a nominee has been separated at. the request of a

Senator or when a sinql-e nomination has been submitted to a

commit.tee, the committee chair shall submit a bill draft. request

on behalf of the committee for a simple resclution to include

only the single gr separated nominee sy--ryaraH. When the

resolution has been pr:epared and int.roduced, the committee shall

take execut.ive action on the resolution. When a hearing on the

separated nomination was hel-d prior to the committeers

preliminary standing committee report, an additional hearing is

not required to be held before the committ.ee takes action on the

separate resol-ution. After the committee's executive acLion, the

committee chair shall issue a standing committee report.

4L LC 9402
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(5) Tf a resolution contains only one nominee, the
commj-ttee shall dispense with the preliminary standing committee

report and sha-ll issue a final si:anding committee report to be

distributed to each Senator stating the committee,s

recommendation concerning the nominee.

(6) tne Secretary will read the reports und.er Order of
Business t'Io. 2, reports of standing committees.

(7) After the report has been rea.d, the resolution must be

placed on order of Business No. 11 the nert legislat.ive day for
consi-deration by the senate. Motions to approve or d.isapprove of
the resolution are in order and may be debated.

Appendix A

List of Quest.ions Requiring Other lhan a Majority Vote

Tho fnl'l nr^ri nnrrrs lvrlvwrrrv quest_i_ons require the vote specified:
(1) a cal-l of r,he Senate wi-uh a guoruro pursuant to

550-220 (2) (five Senators) i
(2) a motion to lift a cal-l of the Senate pursuant to

S5A- 220(41 (two-thirds of the member:s present) ;

(3) a motion to amend or suspend rules pursuant to 560-10

(two-thirds ) ,.

(4) a motion to override the

550-250 and Article VI, sect.ion 10

Constitution (two-thirds) ;

Governorrs veto pursuant to
(3), of the Montana

(5) a motion t.o approve a bitl t.o appropriate the principal
of the coal- trust fund pursuant to Articie fX, section 5, of the

Montana Constitution (three-fourths of each house);

t6) a motion to approve a bill to appropriate highway
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revenue as described in Article VIII, section 6, of the Montana

Constitution for purpcses other than those described in that

section (three-fifths of each house);

(7) a motion to approve a bill proposing to amend the

Montana Constitution pursuant to A.rticl-e XIV, section B, of the

Montana Constitution (two-thirds of the entire Legislature);
(B) an appeal of the ruling of the presiding officer

pursuant to 520-10 (one Senator, seconded by two other Senators) i

(9) a motion to approve a bill- conferring immunity from

suit as described in Article ff, section 18, of the Montana

Constitution (two-thirds) ;

(10) a motion ro approve a bill to appropriate the principal

of -the tobacco sett.lement trust fund pursuanL to Article XIf'

section 4, of the Montana Constitution (two-thirds); and

(11) a motion to appropriate the principal of the noxious

weed management trust. fund pursuant to Article IX, section 6, of

the Montana Constitution (three-fourths) .

{ llane

Agency
Phone
E-Mail-

_END-

r:raa Dafacn'rr

Di rector nf Leae i Services
LSD
44 4-3064
qpeteschGmt. gov ]

43 LC 9002


